
LET'S GROW
ORANGE FLESH

SWEET
POTATOES
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Rake f ine,
remove large
clods  and
stones .

Wai t  one month. Buy
heal thy v ines  f rom a

grower ever y plant ing
season. Prepare the r idges
wi th  cent res  1m a par t
(±one fork  length)  and
30cm wide.
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Scout  regular ly  fo r  insects .
3

Apply  fe r t i l i zer/manure
broadly  over  the area.
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Kraal  manure:  four
b ig  hands fu l l /1  m
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HARVEST
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Work the
fer t i l i zer/
manure in to
the so i l  w i th
a fork .
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PLANT
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Fer t i l i zer :   one b ig  hand/1 m
2

Soi l  p reparat ion:
work soi l  deep wi th a
fork - the soi l  must  be
f ine for  sweet  potato
product ion.

Cut  the v ines  20-30 cm long
(±  a  magaz ine 's  length) .

Sweet  potatoes  grow
for  f ive  months .
Cut  o f f  the v ines  and
leaves .

14

-  Use crop ro ta t ion.
Plant sweet potatoes on
land once in  4  year s .
Plant spinach, butternut
in  the other  year s .
-  Bur n  d iseased p lants .
-  Remove p lants  f rom
  prev ious  season.
Never  use cut t ings
f rom these p lants .

P lant  the cut  v ines  so  that
two to  four  buds  are
covered by the so i l .

P lant the vines 30cm (±  a magazine's length)
on top of  the r idges , in  rows .

Water  regular ly :
-  F i r s t  week -  tw ice a day.
-  Week two -  once a day.
-  Week th ree and on -  tw ice
   a  week.
-  S top water ing 1  month before
   har vest ing or  wai t  unt i l  growth
   i s  k i l led by f ros t .

LAN

Apply  top
dress ing 3  and 6
weeks  af ter
p lant ing. ( i .e . LAN
Work l ight ly  in to
the so i l  (2  mi lk
bot t le  ca ps per
1m row) .

30
cm
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Frost-
free

Light
frost

Frost-
free

Light
frost

Combat  d iseases
and pests .

Remove al l  the weeds,
especia l ly  in  the f i r s t
two months .
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Dig out  the sweet
potatoes  carefu l ly
af ter  4  -  5  months .

15 16

Sweet-potato
hawk moth

caterpillar (25mm)

Sweet potato
weevil (5mm)

Fusar ium wi l t
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Cul t ivar s :  Impi lo , W-119, Beauregard and Bophelo.

Growing per iod:  120 -  150 days .


